Process Paper

It all started with me on my couch, flipping through the pages of our old family album,
when I saw it. An old, faded-out photo of my dad shaking hands with someone and an elderly
woman beside him with a crinkled smile. Curious, I ran over to my dad, asking what he had done
and who were the people that were congratulating him. He told me that the woman was a famous
physicist named Chien-Shieng Wu, and the man shaking hands with him was her husband, Luke
Chia-Liu Yuan. He was receiving a physics scholarship that had been sponsored by them. She
was an inspiration, he said. From conducting world-changing experiments to fighting both
sexism and racism, she expanded our knowledge and made the impossible possible. She inspired

not only women but men like my father. That’s when I knew I had found my topic.

I first began my research by using and reading short biographies about Wu on the
internet. Wu lived a very private life and did not like to be interviewed, limiting any primary
sources I could use, such as images of her and other materials. In addition to the relevant quotes
and pictures I gathered from online databases, I also procured quotes from newspapers and
records from government archives, and also borrowed numerous books and biographies about
her from the local library. One source that I found particularly helpful in understanding her as a

person, was an article in the Washington Post, written by her only granddaughter, Jada Yuan.

After having done exhibits in the past years, I decided to try and make a website for this
year’s 2023 NHD project. Though I struggled at first with setting up and putting all my pictures
and information where I wanted them to be, I eventually got the hang of it with some small help

from the internet. I then began to dig through information, finding images and quotes suitable for



my topic and inserting them into the website. For my layout, I looked at past NHD website

winners for some inspiration and an idea of how I wanted my website to be organized.

Since her arrival in the United States in 1936, Chien-Shiung Wu changed and crossed the
frontiers of physics, race, and gender, proving that women scientists were just as capable as men.
She was one of the very few women known to have worked on nuclear physics on the Manhattan
Project and achieved great success in a men-dominated physics world that most thought was
unachievable for a woman like her. Although Wu’s experiment confirmed the theory that was
later given a Nobel Prize, she was overlooked and not included in the award due to her gender
and race. Wu acts as a role model to young women who dream of becoming scientists, as well as
young men like my father, who aspired to become a physicist. Wu continues to have a lasting

impact on the world today.
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